CROW Case of the WeekWild Turkey
by Brian Johnson

The Wild Turkey who arrived at CROW on November 17 last yjist
days before Thanksgiving, has been released.

It was only the second Wild Turkey CROW Vet Dr. PJ [bied had seen
at the clinic since taking over in 1998. Staff were eldtgthe success
story, as the turkey arrived in grave condition fropr@bable dog attack.
The bird had four puncture wounds across his back, one of Wwhthred
his pelvis.

For the first two weeks the turkey sat quietly in his cageple to walk
much. With many of his tail feathers pulled out, he h&aflarn look. Staff
cleaned the wounds, applied SSD cream, and changed his bandiage dai

Pain medications, herbs and antibiotics facilitateddusvery.

On December 3 staff transferred him to the large Walkatye in the Bailey quiet room. "He perked
up then," said Dr. Amber McNamara. "He stood up, making tidespace. We didn't have to
handle him everytime we cleaned his cage."

The Wild Turkey dined on duck chow, seeds, scrambled eggs,@niswBy the middle of
December some new feathers were starting to growtimeasounds healed. "They looked nice,"
said Dr. Amber.

Next staff moved him outdoors to the Cannon Flight Cage. "
liked to peck the dirt, though he still did not move verycim you
could still see the lameness," said Dr. Amber.

One month later they took him to the Large Flight Cagesre he
thrived. He spent much of his day preening or relaxing on & shel
eventually, he flapped up to the 25-foot high perch to "rodsis.
gait improved, and his spirits brightened.

"When he vocalized you could hear the Turkey gobble allrato
the property -- that was a treat for everyone," saidAber.

On February 4 the Wild Turkey was released back to Alva to a
property belonging to a friend of CROW's. The bird will dav
plenty of acreage to roam, and other Wild Turkeys are seen
regularly on the land.

If you would like to contribute to CROW in its extraordinanjssion, please send your check to:
Clinic for the Rehabilitation of Wildlife, Inc.

P.O. Box 150. Sanibel, FL 33957

(239) 395-0050

For additional questions E-madkowdvipmnt@aol.com



