
CROW Case of the Week: Wild Turkey  
by Brian Johnson 

Just one week before Thanksgiving, on November 17, CROW received a 
wild Turkey from the Alva Community Park, picked up by Park Ranger 
Mike Hammond. Over the years Hammond and the other rangers have 
rescued numerous animals for CROW. Hammond said they have many 
wild Turkeys in the woods in Alva. 
"He had several wounds across his back," said CROW Veterinarian Dr. 
PJ Deitschel. "They looked like the punctures of a dog's canine teeth, 
and was consistent with the way dogs bite down, and then let go. If the 
attack had been by a predator like a bobcat, the turkey would have been 

eaten." Park rangers confirmed that several large dogs have been seen on the grounds of the park.  
One of the four puncture wounds penetrated to the pelvis, causing a fracture. Large areas of skin had 
been torn away and the bird was missing a swatch of tail feathers. The attack had taken place at least 

several days earlier as the foul-smelling 
wounds were already at an advanced stage 
of infection. 
CROW staff anesthetized the bird to clean 
the wounds and complete a full physical 
exam. They applied SSD cream and gave 
him pain medication and heavy duty 
antibiotics. For the first few days the 
Turkey sat down most of the day, not caring 
to stand. He drank a good deal of water. 
Staff gave him a mixture of seeds, grains, 
greens, bugs and scrambled eggs. In the 
wild Turkeys make a living off a wide 
variety of food, including bugs. 
This was only the second wild Turkey Dr. 
PJ had treated since becoming the head vet 
in 1998. She said they are agreeable 
patients, occasionally making their 
trademark "gobble-gobble" sound but 
mostly remaining quiet.  

The bird has been a hit at the clinic. "All the volunteers love that we have a turkey here during the 
holidays," said Dr. PJ. "We will probably have him through Christmas, perhaps longer." The Turkey is 
now moving better in his cage. He still has a noticeable amount of lameness, but it is no longer a 
struggle for him to stand up. Staff will move him to an outdoor cage once his wounds have fully 
healed. Open wound management, with frequent bandage changes, has been the primary treatment. 
"The infection was fairly well under control after the first week, and the tissue is now beginning to 
heal," said Dr. PJ. "He is a big, strong bird – a smaller bird would probably not have survived the 
attack." 
Dr. PJ urges the public to keep domestic pets like dogs on a leash and cats inside for the protection of 
wildlife. 

If you would like to contribute to CROW in its extraordinary mission, please send your check to: 

Clinic for the Rehabilitation of Wildlife, Inc. 
P.O. Box 150. Sanibel, FL 33957 
(239) 395-0050 

For additional questions E-mail: crowdvlpmnt@aol.com 


